Spring 2nd Half-Term 2023

Bollington Cross C.E. Primary School
Newsletter

Dear Families,

What has hit me the most this half-term, is the ground our learners are covering and their awareness of what they
have achieved, their current point in learning and the next steps of their journey. As a parent myself, | have always
strived to ensure that any school | have been part of has made the learning journey as explicit and articulated as
possible. Whereas, at times schools are required to summarise progress as a decimal or attainment as a percentage
— we know that there are many aspects, of a pupil and their personal journey, that those figures do not capture and
do not summarise. | hope that our recent parent’s evening appointments reflected our culture of having positive
relationships with, and a great and growing understanding of our pupils — as this is always a priority.

Though parent’s evening has not lost any significance in the school calendar — the communication that now goes on
within a school year is now vastly different to just five or six years ago at our school. You all have the opportunity to
speak to staff with questions throughout the year and | as a Headteacher always try to ensure | am available to lis-
ten, discuss and resolve, where needed, any concerns or questions and welcome ideas that will take the school for-
ward.

That said — parent’s evening felt as we intended with its new format — relaxed, informative, worthwhile and, from an
observer’s point of view — very positive.

| know that the team had prepared diligently for parents evening and | hope this was reflected in the experience of
parents. It was lovely to welcome parents, to hear the chatter of well-dones as parents and pupils emerged from the
hall and to see pupils proudly sharing their work and their progress. My choice to sit in the library was to ensure that
parents felt able to check in with me if needed — whether to give feedback on the evenings and their format, or to
just catch-up. Many parents did this and the two or so hours each night flew by. | also got to enjoy some lovely

books with pupils in the new library. | am a bit jealous that the pupils get to spend lots of time in there!
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Thank you all for all of the feedback recently on the parents evening format, which was positive and thank you also
to everyone who has fed back on the Ofsted report to myself or staff around school; or sent a card in. Lots of par-
ents have stated that we should all be proud of the contents of the report and that it was a true reflection of they
see around school everyday. This is lovely to hear. The team have continued to strive and improve since their visit,
so | know we are showing our young learners that we have a culture of self-improvement.

| started by talking about pupils and I’ll finish on that too. It has been so lovely for me to witness pupils, this term,
first-hand, overcoming challenges and having them proudly come to my office to share their successes and progress.
This really is a brilliant part of the job. | always feel that pupils should see the head’s office as a place to come and
celebrate as well as reflect on any mistakes —and at our school — overwhelmingly — the celebrations are certainly the
focus of the vast majority of pupil visits!

Have a fantastic, relaxing and refreshing Easter break and thank you for your continued support, feedback and col-
laboration.

Mr Donbiavand




Swimming Information:

The upcoming dates for swimming lessons are as follows:

Rec, Year 1, Year 2 and Year 4 will swimon ....
Fri April 28th, Fri April 28th, Fri May 5th, Fri may 12th & Fri May 19th

Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 will swim on...
Fri 26th May, Fri 9th June, Fri 16th June, Fri 23rd & Fri July 7th

The cost per lesson will remain at £1.90. This is the price we are charged by the
Leisure Centre.




