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Dear Families,

| am writing this Newsletter from a Primary Headteacher’s Conference in Chester. My day has been inspiring,
thought provoking and engaging. The keynotes have been at times positive and a reminder of the privilege of being
a school leader, but have also looked at the realistic pictures around finances and SEND provision in Cheshire East—
both of which are challenging across the region but also across the country. In 23 years in education, | have always
felt that time spent cursing the constraints in the education sector is wasted energy. For me it is about striving to
ensure that young people in our setting get the education they deserve, whilst operating within any constraints that
the sector experiences. In a way, that was my message to pupils last week during our Mental Health collective wor-
ship—which focused on giving our headspace and positive actions to the things we can control rather than worrying
about the things that are not under our control. I’'m sure you'll agree that a focus on this is a healthy way to reduce
our anxiety or worries in life and role-modelling this to children is essential.

We have managed to cram a lot into a Spring 1°' Half-Term, though it started belatedly due to the icy and snowy
conditions. Fortunately, this weather has given way to mean the rest of the half term has been mild by comparison
and relatively dry—giving lots of opportunity for our pupils to get creative with their new loose-parts play equip-
ment. The creativity they have shown has been amazing and it has led to greater engagement and less squabbles at
lunch times. The children have built shops, stages, cars, boats, roads, castles and many other brilliant creations. Yes-
terday, | watched as Year 6 built a fab obstacle course and challenged themselves one-by-one to traverse it. This was
great to see as they were having to dynamically risk-assess the course as they used it. This is truly where loose parts
play gives one of its most valuable experiences to pupils—allowing them to take risks in a safe environment. My
thanks to Miss Purcell and Mrs Smith who have been the driving force behind this initiative. The children love the
equipment. (continued over the page)

Continued.... Our pupils have worked incredibly hard around school and there have been lots of celebrations of their
achievements, whether through dojo, collective class rewards or coming to visit me to show off their hard work.

Spring 1st Half-Term 2025

As a staff this half-term we have invested some time in reflecting together on our Behaviour Policy and our Feedback
policy and | am always so proud to hear staff talk, with such passion and knowledge, about our pupils in order to get
the best from them in every lesson and every day. Once out of draft form we will share these policies with pupils and
of course parents. During our INSET (Feb 24th) day, staff will work on a number of things including our curriculum,
our SEND provision and undertake some training on how secure and insecure attachment impacts on behaviour and
learning.

Thank you to all those who went to the informal PTA ideas gathering meeting this week. It sounds like there were
some really exciting ideas shared which | am looking forward to putting into action alongside the PTA. | am really
sorry that | couldn’t be there but glad that I've already been able to hear about how successful it was. Please keep a
keen eye on any future PTA messages to find out how you can support.

| wish you all a lovely weekend and half-term break and look forward to welcoming the children back on Tuesday
25th February. Best wishes, Yenson Donbavand
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Learning in Reception
Despite being a short half term, we have managed to pack in

lots of lovely learning!
Here are some highlights:
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o Learning about Superheroes and what makes us strong
and healthy!

o Lots of muddy fun in the the forest!

o Eric the Elephant choosing a friend to go home with each
Friday!

o Knowing Ourselves and Growing Ourselves in Mental

Health Week — finding out about our strengths, thinking
about special people in our lives, finding ways to look
after our mental health and discovering ways to help to
keep calm

. Going to our first swimming lesson together!! The chil-
dren have been so excited!

Thank you for another great half term! Have a wonderful break! :

Eric the Elephant’s Big
Adventures!

Tuesday March 4th at 7pm  Location: Bollington Cross School Hall

| am pleased to announce that in Partnership with Lucy Griffiths (Sensory Wise
Owls) we are putting on an event to offer insight and advice to any parents in the
area whose children have meltdowns or processing challenges after the school day.
This will be a pay-as-you-feel event for any local parent. Please pop it in your calen-
dar and book your place on the following link....

[ XS . -
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/post-school-dropout-dysregulation-tickets- Sensony wise OWY®
12492724003797aff=oddtdtcreator

Mental Health Week

Pupils engaged in various activities for Children's Mental Health Week. Based on the theme of 'Know yourself, Grow
Yourself' they enjoyed some yoga,

mindfulness exercises and created pictures of 'well being' trees; thinking about their roots, their important people,
and their favourite things!

Learning in Year 3

Well what a half term! We were really busy the first week of half term- having

fun in the snow! Everyone shared their adventures. It was great to see the vari- ‘
ety of structures.

We had a great time finally connecting with our penfriends from Dean Valley.

We enjoyed actually meeting them and some of us made a lot more friends.

We can't wait to visit them at their school.
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